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As the chair of the Lions Opportunities for Youth (LOFY) program, I am excited to lead an
initiative that empowers young people to tackle societal challenges and become the leaders of
tomorrow. By participating in LOFY, youth can develop critical skills such as communication,
teamwork, problem-solving, and critical thinking. Lions Clubs International dedicates LOFY to
nurturing the next generation by instilling a sense of responsibility and social awareness. Let’s
look at some components of the LOFY.

LOFY's Mission and Purpose

The mission of LOFY is to create a platform for youth to engage with important social issues like
health challenges, drug prevention, and leadership development. Our goal is to empower students
by providing them with essential skills in communication and critical thinking, enabling them to
become informed and responsible leaders.

Engaging youth through competitions

LOFY organizes engaging contests that focus on relevant topics, allowing students to research,
learn, and share their insights. Here are some highlights:

o Diabetes Awareness Essay Contest: Participants explore the impacts of diabetes, raise
awareness, and discuss prevention methods while refining their writing skills.

o Drug Awareness Speech Contest: Students deliver speeches on the dangers of drug abuse,
giving them a platform to voice their opinions on addiction and promote healthy
lifestyles.

e Qutstanding Youth Award: This award celebrates students who demonstrate exceptional
leadership in their communities, honoring those who actively volunteer and contribute. It
reinforces the idea that true leadership is about making a meaningful impact, not just
holding a title.

Who Can Participate?

LOFY invites students from grades 6 to 12 to participate in our contests. Whether you excel in
writing, public speaking, or community service, we welcome your passion and eagerness to learn
and grow.

Applying for scholarships through LOFY

Participating in LOFY contests also provides access to valuable scholarships. To apply, students
need to complete the associated application forms, which may include essays or speeches, along
with letters of recommendation or proof of community service.



Steps to Apply

e Review Contest Rules: Check out the Lions District 2-X1 or MD-2 Texas Lions website
for application forms and guidelines.

o Complete the Application Form: Provide your personal information and describe your
motivations, especially for the Outstanding Youth Award.

e Prepare Your Entry: Make sure your submission is well-researched and presented.

o  Submit Your Application: Send your completed entry to your local Lions Club or District
2-X1 coordinator by the deadline. Selected candidates may advance to district and state
levels for further recognition.

The Importance of Youth Participation

Engaging youth in LOFY is crucial for cultivating a generation aware of societal issues and
actively involved in finding solutions. The challenges we tackle in diabetes awareness, drug
prevention, and youth leadership directly affect our communities. Encouraging youth
involvement fosters empathy, social responsibility, and a commitment to positive change.

In a world increasingly reliant on young leaders, programs like LOFY are essential. They provide
the skills, mentorship, and opportunities to address societal challenges. More than just a series of
contests, the LOFY program is a movement that aims to inspire and empower the next
generation.

I encourage all young people to seize this opportunity. Apply, compete, and, most importantly,
lead. The world needs your ideas and passion, and LOFY supports you in making a lasting
impact.



