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Dear Valued Lions Volunteers, 

 

As winter casts its chilly spell, let us summon the warmth of 
compassion and community spirit within the Lions Club. Em-
bracing the essence of service, our members possess the 
power to illuminate the lives of those in need during the colder 
months. Wintertime brings unique challenges for many, and 
our collective efforts can make a significant difference. 

Volunteering during winter not only provides essential assis-
tance to vulnerable individuals but also fosters a sense of uni-
ty and purpose among Lions Club members. From organizing 
coat drives and distributing warm meals to supporting local 
shelters, our commitment to service becomes a beacon of 
hope in the frosty darkness. By lending a helping hand, we 
embody the Lions Club motto of "We Serve," showcasing our 
dedication to improving lives. 

 

Let the cold weather be a catalyst for compassion, prompting 

us to extend our reach and impact. Together, let us create a 

season of warmth, kindness, and selflessness, leaving a last-

ing imprint on the hearts of those we serve. Winter is the per-

fect canvas for the Lions Club to paint a picture of compas-

sion, and it is our time to shine brightly in the service of oth-

ers. 

 

.”We Serve."  -Link  Editorial Board  

Insights Unveiled: Exploring the 
World Within Our Newsletter  
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Greetings, fellow Lions!  
 

We have successfully completed the first seven months of Lions year 2023-2024 
and I am satisfied with the progress that we achieved. We chartered four new clubs, 
achieved a net membership growth of 140 members, served 320K people in need, 
trained 55 percent of our club officers, and raised $29K for the LCIF. Just looking at 
the trend of the past several years, this is very satisfying. The District would not have 
achieved this without the support of all Clubs and Lions. I am confident of getting 
such support in the coming months and over the next year during our very energetic 
upcoming Governor Radha Kaphle’s tenure. Please continue your decent work!  
 

In January 2024, I attended two Charter Nights – Grand Prairie Host Family LC and 
Collin Athena Lions Club. Indeed, attending the celebration and meeting several new 
Lions was a very pleasing experience. My personal thank you to all Lions who 
attended the celebration and supported the new Lions Clubs. It was an honor to hear 
from two legendary Lions IPID Ernesto “TJ” Tijerina and PCC John Eads, as Chief 
Guest Speakers in those two Charter Nights. Special “thank you” to both of these 
legendary Lions for supporting our District in every way possible. 
 

We successfully organized our Mid-Winter Conference and Third Cabinet Meeting in 
January 2024. I was overwhelmingly  happy to see and  meet such a large number 
of Lions, over 200 Lions, at the conference; this inspired us to do more for Lionism. I 
was extremely happy to honor three Lions with the International President Certificate 
of Appreciation and eleven  
 

Lions with the GAT Certificate of Appreciations. Congratulations to all the award 
recipients resolute Lions:  
 

International President Certificate of Appreciation Recipients: 
Zone Chair and Club President Lion Joseph Kyle, Mabank Cedar Creek Area LC 

Club President Lion Surya Bhandari, Dallas Everest LC 

Club Membership Chair Lion Jim Woods, Kaufman LC 

Prakash’s View  
DG Prakash Gautam  

Plano Collin Nepalese Lions Club  
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Global Action Team (GAT) Certificate of Appreciation Recipients: 

 

Club President Lion Jennifer Rodriguez, Allen Community LC 

Club President Lion Om Thapa, Dallas Buddha LC 

Club President Lion Surya Bhandari, Dallas Everest LC 

Club Membership Chair Carol Donovan, Dallas Founder LC 

Club President Isabel Cruz, Grand Prairie Host Family LC 

Club President Rajendra Kunwar, Irving Everest Centennial LC 

Club President Chet D. McDonald, Kaufman LC 

Club President Valencia Nash, Lancaster New centennial LC 

Club President Joseph Kyle, Mabank Cedar Creek Area LC 

Club President Lalit Gupta, Plano Collin Nepalese LC 

Club President Tony T. Bhuiya, Dallas Bangladeshi LC 

Attending meetings, participating in the service projects and a couple of clubs visits 
were the regular business that I did in January 2024. I will be going to Kerrville, 
Texas to attend the third Council of Governors meeting in the first week of February.  
 

Finally, the entire DG Team, my spouse Lion Sunita, and I would like to extend our 
big thank you to each and every one of you for your overwhelming support to make 
our District a superior District. 
 

I wish you all a very pleasant and memorable February 2024.  
 

Best Regards, 
Lion Prakash Gautam  

Prakash’s View  

DG Prakash Gautam  
Plano Collin Nepalese Lions Club  
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Radha’s Thoughts  
1st VDG Radha Krishna Kaphle  
Dallas Everest  Lions Club  

Greetings Fellow Lions and Leos, 

For the past 9 months, we've been working diligently under the leadership of DG 
Prakash Gautam, achieving significant milestones together. We should maintain 
our district's leading position within MD2 and Area C1A through our collective 
achievements. Let's continue striving to meet our goals and sustain our district's 
success at the same height now and forward.  

Self-Evaluation Time: 

Now is an opportune moment for self-assessment. Let's reflect on our strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats to identify areas for improvement within 
ourselves, the club, and the districts. 

If we're already holding key responsibilities, it's essential to evaluate our 
performance and address any weaknesses or challenges. Recognize that our 
roles impact each other as part of a team effort. While our situations may vary, 
making an effort to improve is better than doing nothing. Before assuming 
leadership positions, it's crucial to consider our family commitments, health 
issues, and time management. If we feel confident in these aspects, it will be 
better to take a key leadership role, particularly within the district. Our district 
leadership team and mentors are available to offer support and guidance, eager 
to welcome new leaders into the fold. 

Embracing New Ideas and Leaders with Respecting experienced: 

We actively seek fresh ideas and leadership. Share your interests and plans to 
enhance our club and the district. Experienced leaders and support teams are 
prepared to assist you in your journey. Remember, embracing growth starts with 
you. Respect the wisdom of veteran leaders and seek their guidance before 
embarking on new tasks. 

Club Assessment and Planning: 

It's time to implement the Global Membership Approach (GMA) at the club level. 
Forming a robust team with clear objectives, creating a plan of action, and 
celebrating and sharing success stories with the entire community are essential 
steps. Before proceeding, each club needs to complete its SWOT analysis 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) to identify the right policies 
and plans. 



5  

Radha’s Thoughts  
1st VDG Radha Krishna Kaphle  
Dallas Everest  Lions Club  

Dear Lions, 

As we gear up for the 2024-2025 term, I'm excited to announce that we'll soon 
begin gathering names for next year's leadership team and committee 
positions based on your interests, experiences, and commitment. Many of our 
current district officers have graciously agreed to continue in their roles, but if 
any of you who haven't previously served on district committees are interested, 
please reach out to us. Our goal is to ensure everyone has a place in Team 
2024-2025. 

I will soon send you separate dates and times for the LY 2024-2025 planning 

meeting tentatively scheduled for the third week of April and the second 

week of May 2024. But before that, we will collect SMART goals and a 
summary of the SWOT analysis of your club, if possible. Our Zone Chairs and 
GMA team will assist you in fulfilling these tasks if needed. After receiving all 
that information, we will compile it for district analysis. 

Thank you all:  

The District 2-X1 Mid-Winter Conference and 3rd Cabinet Meeting on 
January 20th, 2024, was a great success! We had over 200 Lions and 
Leos in attendance, where we exchanged valuable insights and found 
inspiration for the upcoming events leading to the District 2-X1 
Convention 2024. 

Heartfelt thanks to the team of our sponsoring clubs: Irving Everest 
Centennial, Irving Noon Day, Dallas Frisco, Dallas Everest, Plano Collin 
Nepalese, Grand Prairie Host, Dallas Pokhara, and Dallas Buddha. Your 
support made this event truly remarkable. 

Special thanks to our District Cabinet Team, Past Council Chairs, PDGs, 
Region Chairs, Zone Chairs, Presidents, and all the Lions and Leo 
members for your active participation and support.  Your dedication and 
hard work made this conference possible.  Congratulations to all 

award winners and honorees! 

Thank you all, who collected tons of warm clothes and recyclable eyeglasses, 
embodying the spirit of service that defines our Lions community. I will hand 
over the eyeglasses to Kerrville at the time of the CoGs meeting.  
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Radha’s Thoughts  
1st VDG Radha Krishna Kaphle  
Dallas Everest  Lions Club  

Lions' Engagements: 

I have actively participated in various service activities organized by various 
clubs, attended district meetings, and newly chartered clubs' chartered 
night ceremonies. 

 

Congratulations to the Grand Prairie Host Family Club for their successful 
chartered night celebrations on January 12th, 2024, and to the Collin 

Athena Alliance Lions Club on January 28th, 2024. Special recognition 
goes to the sponsoring clubs: Grand Prairie Host and Plano Collin 
Nepalese Lions Club, respectively. 

 

Furthermore, I am looking forward to attending the 3rd CoGs meeting in 
Kerrville, TX, from February 1st to 3rd, 2024, and a Special Training 
program scheduled to take place in St. Charles, IL, USA, from February 
26th to March 1st, 2024, which is a week-long event. 

 

Upcoming major events: 

MD-2 Council of Governors’ Meeting in Kerrville, TX will be on February 
1-3,    2024. 

New Voice Symposium 2024 on February 24, 2024, at Herbs Indian 
Cuisine, Hurst, TX-76054 

LOFY Context - Application Due date on March 1st, 2024 

Finally, 
We deeply grieve the loss of our SVDG Dr. Pamela Baker. Our heartfelt 

condolences go out to Lion Ray Baker and his family during this 
difficult time. Dr. Pamela Baker was not only a great leader but also a 
dear friend whose presence will be greatly missed.  

                             
“You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is an ocean; if a few drops of 

the ocean are dirty, the ocean does not become dirty.” 
                                                                      — Mahatma Gandhi 

Yours in service, 

FVDG Radha K. Kaphle 
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fred.conger@verizon.net 

Hello, District 2-X1 Lions! 

As I write this article, I am preparing to attend yet another new club Charter Night! 
The new Collin Athena Alliance Lions Club. Congratulations DG Prakash! Also, 
back on the 12th of January the new Grand Prairie Family Lions Club held their 
charter night event. DG Prakash has helped make our district the leader in 
membership growth of all the districts in the US and Canada! Quite a big deal. 

January’s Mid-Winter Conference was a fun event (at least for me). It was well 
attended. We had breakouts for Zone Chairs, PDGs, New Lion Orientation, Leos, 
Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers, and Membership/Service chairs. All were well 
attended. Thank you PDG Esme, PDG Keith, PCC John Eads, Lion Alice Decker, 
ZC Nia MacKay, Lion Karen Murray, Leo Chair John Wicker for assisting me in 
facilitating these 8 sessions.  

Club President, Secretary and Treasurer training is a requirement to earn LCI’s 
Club Excellence Award. The other requirements include contributing to LCIF, 
adding new members, performing at least 3 service projects, and publicizing your 
club’s activities (Meetings, Service, Fundraisers, and donations) using various 
media methods.  

I encourage every Lion to go to www.lionsclubs.org, Member Login, and access 
the LEARN application. There are numerous 1-hour-long beneficial courses 
available at no cost. If your President, Secretary or Treasurer have not been 
trained they can take the online classes for their position. But I need to know what 
courses they took to give them credit. 

Clubs, if you haven’t yet, prepare a plan to support our 2023-2024 International 
President Dr. Patti Hill’s “Mission 1.5” to grow our Lion membership to 1.5 million 
within three years. For more information go to:  

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/mission-to-grow 

There will be Lion learning opportunities at the 4th Cabinet meeting on March 9th 
and at the District 2-X1 Convention on April 13th. Watch for details and come learn 
more about your worldwide service organization.  

Lions. Thank you and keep serving others, touching people’s lives, being a force 
for good, and making the world a better place for all of us.  

“Let’s Change the World” 

Fred’s Findings 
IPDG Fred Conger 

Coppell  Lions Club  
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PCT Tom Garriss 
5208 Cornerstone Drive 
McKinney, TX 75070 
tomgarriss@gmail.com 

Cell: 972-670-6175 

LCIF FOUNDATION UPDATE – FEBRUARY 2024 

 

Seeing Things Clearly 

Vision has been at the forefront of Lions service for more than a century.  Though tremendous 
strides have been made, work must continue. 
In the U.S. vision-related issues look like this: 
The U.S. is ranked #5 among countries with the highest incidence of visual impairment 
Cataracts are the top cause of blindness among older U.S. adults 

Vision loss and eye disorders cost more than $153 billion 

Globally, vision challenges look like this: 
1 billion people live with vision impairment that could have been either prevented or corrected 

$14.3 billion is needed to treat existing cases of refractive error and cataracts worldwide 

Unaddressed distance vision impairment in many low and middle-income regions is 4 times higher 
than in high-income regions 

LCIF and Lions are delivering solutions 

9.3 mission cataract surgeries performed 

2.3 million professional eye care and community health workers trained 

493 million doses of medicine provided for trachoma and onchocerciasis (river blindness) 
 

River blindness success stories: 
LCIF, in partnership with The Carter Center (founded by former U.S. President Jimmy Carter and 
former first lady Rosalynn Carter) has provided $45 million in grants to combat river blindness.  
Great strides have been made in Africa and Latin America.  River blindness has been effectively 
halted in Columbia, Ecuador, Mexico and Guatemala. 
WHAT CAN WE DO?  As Lions we can continue to support LCIF’s World Vision Cause through our 
club and individual contributions.  Use the following link for contributions. 
 

CLUB PROGRAMS: To learn more, contact me to schedule a presentation at one         of your 
club meetings.  I look forward to meeting my fellow Lions to discuss LCIF. 
 

DONATIONS: Use the QR code to support our global causes. 
 

 

 

 

LCIF is proud to allocate 100% of your donation to life-changing grants and programs. 
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District 2-X1 Lions Family: 
 

I truly feel great joy and pride to be a guiding lion for two great new club 

charter clubs- 1)Grand Prairie Host Family Lions Club sponsored by the 

Grand Prairie Host Lions Club and 2) Collin Athena Alliance Lions Club 

sponsored by Collin Plano Nepalese Lions Club. Congratulations DG Prakash 

for a great job with extension with four new clubs already this 2023-2024 lion 

year! It is great that our 2x1 district is still the leader in membership growth of 
all the districts in the US, Bahamas and Canada! 
A big thanks to Dr. Nia MacKay, Jim Woods, Joseph Kyle and Dr. Maya for 
willingness to help out doing a session on membership and service at our 2x1 

Mid-Winter Conference. Please remember that there are e-Books available for 
every club officer position as resources online: 
 

Club Officer e-Books Links to position specific support to help club officers 

manage their club effectively. 
Club President/Vice President e-Book 

Club Secretary e-Book 

Club Treasurer e-Book 

Club Membership Chairperson e-Book 

Club Service Chairperson e-Book 

 

Please let us know if you need assistance with extension or membership. Let’s Go, 
Let’s Grow! Congratulations to Allen Community Lions Club for being recognized with 

the 2x1 Traveling Trophy for Membership Growth due to having the most percentage 

increase in membership this quarter. Way to Go President Jennifer Rodriguez! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Lion PDG Esmeralda Rodriguez 

Together We Can, Together We Will. 

Esmeralda’s Express News 

PDG Esmeralda Rodriguez 

Grand Prairie Host Lions Cub  
Ph: 972-891-4678 email: Lionesme01@gmail.com 
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Esmeralda’s Express News 

PDG Esmeralda Rodriguez 

Grand Prairie Host Lions Cub  
Ph: 972-891-4678 email: Lionesme01@gmail.com 
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Zone 1 Meeting of August 15th  
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Lions Code of Ethics 
TO SHOW my faith in the worthiness of my vocation by industrious application to the end that I may 

merit a reputation for quality of service. 

TO SEEK success and demand all fair remuneration or profit as my just due, but to accept no profit or 

success at the price of my own self-respect lost because of unfair advantage taken or because of 

questionable acts on my part. 

TO REMEMBER that in building up my business it is not necessary to tear down another’s; to be loyal 

to my clients or customers and true to myself. 

WHENEVER a doubt arises as to the right or ethics of my position or action towards others, to resolve 

such doubt against myself. 

TO HOLD friendship as an end and not a means. To hold that true friendship exists not on account of 

the service performed by one to another, but that true friendship demands nothing but accepts service 

in the spirit in which it is given. 

ALWAYS to bear in mind my obligations as a citizen to my nation, my state and my community, and to 

give them my unswerving loyalty in word, act and deed. To give them freely of my time, labor and 

means. 

TO AID others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid to the weak, my substance to the 

needy. 

TO BE CAREFUL with my criticism and liberal with my praise, to build up and not destroy. 

Visit Lions Clubs                            

International online @ 

lionsclubs.org 
 

 

texaslions.org 
 
 

www.lions2-x1.org 

If you have an item for the Lions 
Link, please email it to:  

biu101@yahoo.com 
no later than  20thno later than  20thno later than  20thno later than  20th    of the month               

inclusion in the next edition! 

How does NASA organize a 

company party? They planet . 

 


